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 3  Cr e d it s  

 Course Outline 
 

INSTRUCTOR Gillian  Stave ley OFFICE HOURS By Appoin tm ent via  Zoom  

OFFICE N/A CLASSROOM Online  

E-MAIL gstave ley@yukonu .ca CLASS TIME Online  

TELEPHONE  CRN  

Lib e ra l Ar t s  office : Ayam digut Cam pus A2501, libe ra la rts@yukonu.ca, 867-668-8770 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course  broadly exam ines Yukon  First Nations' h istory, cu lture  and  governance . Topics cove red  
include  the  pre-contact cu ltures of Yukon, subsistence  econom ies, socia l and  politica l organ izations, 
cu ltura l expressions, and  cu ltura l protocols. First Nation 's re sponses to  co lon ia lism  with in  the  context of 
m ajor con tact and  post-con tact events a re  ana lyzed . Particu la r em phasis is  p laced  on  the  h istory of 
Yukon  land cla im s and the  em ergence  of First Nations se lf-governm en ts, including the  negotiating 
process, the  Um bre lla  Fina l Agreem ent, and  Se lf-Governm ent Agreem en ts. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS  
Pre re qu is it e (s ): Pass ENGL 060, or ENGL 12, or equ iva lent 
Cross-lis t e d  Cou rse s : HIST 140/NS200 

EQUIVALENCY OR TRANSFERABILITY 
Find course  transfer a t h ttps:/ /www.bctransfergu ide .ca / 

Students are  rem inded that it  is  a lways the  rece iving institu tion  that de te rm ines whe the r a  course  is 
acceptable  as an  applicable , equ iva lent course  or if it  m ay be  transferred  to  the ir program  for credit. Find  
fu rther in form ation  at: h ttps:/ /www.yukonu .ca /adm issions/transfer-credit  

LEARNING OUTCOMES  
Upon successfu l com ple tion  of the  course , students will be  ab le  to : 
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• Dem onstrate  an  unde rstanding of First Nations pre -contact group loca tions, language  and  
in te rgroup re lations and  why these  were  im portan t Yukon University  

• Describe  trad itiona l kinsh ip  system s am ongst Yukon  First Nations, including the  im portance  of 
extended fam ily m em bers, clan  structure  and  the  va luable  ro le  of Elders with in  com m unities 

• Expla in  the  h istorica l sign ificance  of con tact and  colon ia lism  for Yukon First Nations and  how they 
have  re sponded ove r tim e   

• Expla in  what led  to  the  in stiga tion  of land  cla im s by Yukon  First Nations and  dem onstrate  an  
unde rstanding of the  negotia ting process, the  Um bre lla  Fina l Agreem ent, and  Se lf Governm en t 
Agreem en ts  

• Expla in  why cu ltura l expressions are  im portant to  Yukon  First Nations with  particu la r re fe rence  to  
ora l h istories, songs and  storie s, dancing and  drum m ing, clo th ing, and  the  ro le  and  use  of 
trad itiona l knowledge   

• Expla in  the  sign ificance  of cu ltura l pro tocols and  why they are  used  • Recogn ize  and apprecia te  
aborigina l worldviews and the  enduring sign ificance  of h istory, cu lture , and  the  land  to  Yukon  First 
Nations 

YUKON FIRST NATIONS CORE COMPETENCY 
Students who successfu lly com ple te  th is course  will have  ach ieved  core  com petency in  knowledge  of 
Yukon  First Nations. By the  end  of th is course , students will have  greate r unde rstanding and awareness 
of Yukon First Nations h istory, cu ltu re , and  jou rney towards se lf-de te rm ination . For de ta ils, p lease  see  
www.yukonu.ca/yfnccr 

COURSE FORMAT  
De live ry form a t  
Th is course  is de live red  on line  using various m ateria ls, activitie s, and  techn ica l so lu tions. You  a r e  
r e q u ir e d  t o  h a ve  a cce ss  t o  Pow e rPo in t , a  ca m e ra , a n d  a  m icroph on e  fo r  a ss ign m e n t s . You will need  
to  visit the  course  Moodle  site  to  view on line  video  lectures, PowerPoin t pre senta tions, film s, and  
supplem entary reading-based  m ateria ls and  participate  in  weekly on line  d iscussions. The re  are  no  in- 
pe rson  m ee tings schedu led  for th is course  (asynchronous de livery). While  there  m ay be  no  se t m ee ting 
tim es, video  or audio  conferencing m ay be  used  for office  hours. The  class will p roceed  on  a  tim etable  
with  se t assignm en ts and  due  date s. Th is is  not a  se lf-paced  course . 

Workloa d  
It is expected  that th is course  will requ ire  10-15 hours/pe r week of hom ework and  additiona l reading. It is 
im portan t to  note  that the  tim e  requ ired  for successfu l course  com ple tion  will vary by individua l. Be  
prepared  to  read  30-50 pages per week. 

https://www.yukonu.ca/
http://www.yukonu.ca/yfnccr
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EVALUATION 
1. Weekly Discussion  Entry                Tota l 20%  

Each  week, students will re spond to  a  d iscussion  question  (or se t of questions) posted  on  the  on line  
d iscussion  board . These  questions are  designed  to  encourage  re flection  on  the  week’s readings, 
lectures, film s, and  re levan t cu rrent events, while  a lso  crea ting space  to  share  ideas and  perspectives 
with  classm ates. Discussion  entrie s are  due  every Sunday by m idn igh t, a t wh ich  poin t the  th read  will 
close . La te  subm issions will not be  accepted . Studen ts are  expected  to  con tribute  the ir own  origina l 
work. A de ta iled  assignm ent description  and  grading rubric are  ava ilab le  on  Moodle . 

10 Discu ss ion  Qu e s t ion  En t r ie s        To t a l 20% 
 
2. Photo Essay Presen tation  Assignm ent        Tota l 30% 

For th is assignm en t, students will se lect a  Yukon  h istory topic or them e  and present the ir work 
through  a  narrated  PowerPoin t pre sentation  (with  both  voice  and  video record ing). The  presenta tion  
will begin  with  an  in troductory paragraph  ou tlin ing the  chosen  topic, fo llowed by e igh t to  ten  
photographs drawn  from  digita l, arch iva l, or personal sou rces. Each  photo  m ust be  accom pan ied  by a  
caption  in  APA style  and  a  written  explanation  of a t le ast 100 words, describ ing the  im age  and its  
connection  to  the  e ssay’s them e. The  entire  assignm ent m ust be  subm itted  in  Microsoft PowerPoin t 
form at. Students a re  expected  to  review the  m arking rubric and  de ta iled  assignm ent gu ide lines, both  
ava ilab le  on  Moodle , to  ensure  they understand  the  expectations. 

In t rodu ct ory Pa ra gra p h        To t a l 10% 
Fin a l Ph o t o  Essa y        To t a l 20% 

3. Midterm  Assessm ent          Tota l 20% 
The  m idterm  assessm en t will take  p lace  in  Week 9 and  will eva lua te  your understanding of the  course  
m ateria l covered  up  to  that poin t, including a ll assigned  readings and  recorded  lectu re s. A take -hom e  
study gu ide  will be  provided  one  week in  advance  to he lp  you  prepare . 
 
Mid t e rm  Asse ssm e n t         To t a l 20% 

4. Fina l Assessm ent           Tota l 30% 
The  fina l assessm ent will take  p lace  in  Week 14 and is cum ula tive , covering m ateria l from  the  en tire  
sem este r, including a ll assigned readings and  recorded  lectu re s. A take -hom e  study gu ide  will be  
provided  one  week in  advance  to  support your preparation . 

Fin a l Asse ssm e n t         To t a l 30%   
   

10 Weekly Discussion  En tries 20% 
Photo Essay Presen tations Assignm en t  30% 
Midterm  Assessm ent 20% 
Fina l Assessm ent 30% 
To t a l 100% 

https://www.yukonu.ca/


Yu ko n  Un ive r s it y Fa ll, 2 0 2 5  HIST 1 4 0  

www.yukonu.ca  4 
 

TEXTBOOKS & LEARNING MATERIALS 
All readings and  supplem entary m ateria ls will be  ava ilab le  on  the  course  website . 

COURSE WITHDRAWAL INFORMATION 
Students m ay officia lly withdraw from  a  course  or program  without academ ic pena lty up  until two-th irds 
of the  course  contact hours have  been  com ple ted. Specific withdrawal da te s vary, and  students shou ld  
becom e  fam ilia r with  the  withdrawal da te s of the ir program . See  withdrawal in form ation  a t 
www.yukonu.ca/adm issions/m oney-m atte rs 

Re fer to  the  YukonU website  for im portan t dates: www.yukonu.ca/adm issions/im portan t-dates  

Re funds m ay be  ava ilab le . See  the  Re fund policy and  procedures at www.yukonu .ca /adm issions/m oney-
m atte rs 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  
Students are  expected  to  con tribute  toward  a  positive  and  supportive  environm en t and  are  requ ired  to  
conduct them se lves in  a  responsib le  m anner. Academ ic m isconduct includes a ll form s of academ ic 
d ishonesty such  as chea ting, p lagia rism , fabrica tion , fraud , dece it, u sing the  work of others withou t the ir 
pe rm ission , a id ing o ther studen ts in  com m itting academ ic offences, m isrepresenting academ ic 
assignm ents prepared  by o thers as one ’s own , or any o the r form s of academ ic d ishonesty including 
fa lsifica tion  of any in form ation  on  any Yukon  University docum ent. 

Please  re fe r to  Academ ic Regu la tions & Procedures (updated  b i-annually) for further de ta ils about 
academ ic standing, and student righ ts and  re sponsib ilitie s: www.yukonu .ca /policie s/academ ic-
regu la tions 

ACCESSIBILITY AND ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION 
Yukon  University is com m itted  to  provid ing a  positive , supportive , and  barrie r-free  academ ic 
environm ent for a ll its  students. Students experiencing barrie rs to  fu ll participation  due  to a  visib le  or 
h idden d isability (including hearing, vision , m obility, le arn ing d isability, m enta l hea lth , chron ic or 
tem porary m edica l condition ), shou ld  contact Accessib ility Se rvices for re sources or to  arrange  academ ic 
accom m odations: access@yukonu.ca.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yukonu.ca/
mailto:access@yukonu.ca
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TOPIC OUTLINE 
 

Th e m e  Da t e / We e k Top ic Ass ign m e n t s  Du e  

Th e m e  1: 
Pre con t a ct  

Week 1  
Sept 3-7 

Se tting the  Stage  for Yukon  
First Nations History 

Weekly Discussion  Entry Due  

 Week 2 
Sept 8-14 

The  Precontact Landscape  Weekly Discussion  Entry Due 

 Week 3 
Sept 15-21 

Hun ting Practice s and  
Traditions 

Weekly Discussion  Entry Due; 
Photo Essay In tro  Paragraph 

 Week 4 
Sept 22-28 

Kinsh ip  and  Cu ltura l Iden tity Weekly Discussion  Entry Due 

Th e m e  2: 
Tra d e  Ne t w orks  
a n d  Con t a ct  

Week 5 
Sep  29-Oct 5 

In te rgroup Trade  and  Place  
Nam es 

Weekly Discussion  Entry Due  

 Week 6 
Oct 6-12 

Yukon  Fur Trade  
Weekly Discussion  Entry Due; 
Photo Essay Due  

 
Week 7 
Oct 13-19 

 
Fa ll Reading Week 
 

No Assignm en ts Due   

Th e m e  3: 
Fra gm e n t a t ion  

Week 8 
Oct 20-26 

Northern  Yukon  Whaling and  
Health  Epidem ics 

Weekly Discussion  Entry Due  

 Week 9 
Oct 27-Nov 2 

Min ing, Law and Justice  in  the  
Yukon 

Midterm  Assessm ent; Weekly 
Discussion  Entry Due  

 Week 10  
Nov 3-9 

Yukon  Residentia l School 
System  

Weekly Discussion  Entry Due  

 Week 11 
Nov 10-16 

The  Alaska  Highway Weekly Discussion  Entry Due 

Th e m e  4: 
Tow a rd s  Se lf 
Gove rn m e n t  

Week 12 
Nov 17-23 

Rese ttlem ent and  Resource  
Deve lopm en t 

No Assignm en ts Due  
 

 Week 13 
Nov 24-30 

Land Cla im s and Se lf-
Governm ent 

No Assignm en ts Due  

 Week 14 
Dec 1-7 

Reconcilia tion  and Moving 
Forward 

Fina l Assessm ent Due  

  

https://www.yukonu.ca/
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