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RENR 260 / ENST 200 

Fall 2025 

10077 / 10295 

ENVIRONMENTAL PERSPECTIVES / HISTORY AND FUNDAMENTALS OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION 

In Fall 2024, ENST 200, Environmental Perspectives, is being offered at Yukon University 
concurrent with the University of Alberta’s RENR 260, History and Fundamentals of 
Environmental Protection and Conservation, as part of the Northern Environmental and 
Conservation Sciences, B.Sc. Program. All students registered in ENST 200 or RENR 260 must 
adhere to requirements outlined in this course syllabus.  University of Alberta students must also 
be aware of, and adhere to, the University’s Code of Student Behaviour, referenced in the outline; 
Yukon University students must be aware of, and adhere to, Yukon U’s Academic Regulations, 
also referenced in the outline.  

 

 

INSTRUCTOR: Drew Lyness Ph .D. 

OFFICE HOURS: By appoin tm ent   

OFFICE LOCATION: A2005 /  Zoom   

TELEPHONE:  (604) 789 7765 – texting we lcom e! 

E-MAIL:  d lyness@yukonu.ca 

CLASS DAYS & TIMES: Weekly m ee tings Mon da ys , 2:30-4:30p m  in  A2204. Th is  cou r se  w ill 
a lso  b e  b le n d e d  on lin e  fo r  d is t a n ce  s t u d e n t s  in  t h e  com m u n it ie s  via  Zoom  
con n e ct ion  a s  n e e d e d . (see  course  Moodle  page  for Zoom  link and  de ta ils) 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course explores the nexus of nature, culture, society and person. Utilizing interdisciplinary 
approaches from the environmental humanities, we will examine tensions and dilemmas running 
though conservation discourses and contemporary environmental thinking. In order to give 
historical context to complex human perspectives on our environment, attention will be given to 
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the combined forces of western culture, colonialism, globalization as well as the ways in which 
contemporary economic order and the modern nation state shape the relationship between humans 
and the environment. Northern and global perspectives will be examined, as will northern issues 
of current interest. 

COURSE PREREQUISITES AND/OR CO-REQUISITES: 
For students taking the course as ENST 200: ENGL100 plus any ONE of the following Yukon 
First Nation core competency courses: ANTH 140, HIST140, FNGA 100 
 
For students taking the course as RENR 260: Registration in Yukon University/University of 
Alberta BSc in Environmental and Conservation Sciences degree program.   

EQUIVALENCY OR TRANSFERABILITY 

Rece iving in stitu tions de te rm ine  course  transfe rability. Find  fu rther inform ation  at: 
h ttps:/ /www.yukonu .ca /adm issions/transfer-credit.   
 
Students in  the  B.Sc. ENCS program  shou ld  contact an  ENCS advisor if they have  questions 
about equ iva lency or transfe rability of th is course . 

LEARNING OUTCOMES  

Upon successfu l com ple tion  of th is course , students will be  ab le  to : 

1. Identify and critically evaluate various perspectives on past and current environmental issues 
2. Identify similarities and differences among particular human relationships with the environment 
3. Explain their own impact on the environment and describe their personal environmental values 
4. Demonstrate knowledge of key northern environmental issues 
5. Communicate effectively in writing and oral presentations about environmental issues    

 

COURSE FORMAT & DELIVERY 

This course  will be  prim arily in  person , poten tia lly with  on line  options for students in  Yukon  
com m unitie s ou tside  of Whitehorse . Studen ts m ay a lso be  requ ired  to a ttend  som e  Zoom  
sessions and  to  then  com ple te  synchronous and  asynchronous on line  activitie s. There  is no 
textbook. Materia l will be  de livered  on line  using a  varie ty of m edia  - videos, podcast, film  - 
as we ll as readings, journa l en trie s and  d iscussion  forum s on  our Moodle  site . It is  expected 
that th is course  will requ ire  a round 3 hours of viewing /  additiona l reading each  week, 
a lthough  it is  im portant to  note  tha t the  tim e requ ired  will vary by individua l. 
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EVALUATION 

The  course  grade  will be  de te rm ined  as fo llows: see  Moodle  for m ore  de ta ils and  due  date s 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

At t e n d a n ce  a n d  Pa r t icip a t ion  

As a  b lended in  -pe rson  /  on line  course  students a re  expected  to  a ttend  d iscussion  
m ee tings. 
 
Ass ign m e n t s  a n d  e xa m s 

Assignm ents will com prise  of a  se rie s of short written  or recorded  responses to  course  
m ateria l, one  longe r au tobiograph ica l p iece  of writing and  one  review essay, as we ll as a  
fina l creative  pro ject. The re  will be  no  m idte rm  or fina l exam ina tion  in  th is course .  

Du e  Da t e s  a n d  La t e  Ass ign m e n t s   

Assignm ents with  a  due  da te  m ust be  subm itted  by 11pm  on  the  day and  are  to  be  
uploaded he re . Be  certa in  to  click the  subm it bu tton  and  accept the  subm ission  sta tem ent. 
Afte r 11pm  on  the  due  da te , the  paper will be  conside red  la te  and  will be  deducted  5% 
every day for a  m axim um  of 3 days. Afte r th is poin t, assignm ents will no  longer be  
accepted. 
 
Ass ign m e n t  o f gra d e s 
Students will rece ive  a  le tte r grade  for th is course , upon satisfactory com ple tion  of a ll 
assignm ents, according to the  YU sca le . The  weekly journa l re sponses will be  graded 
p a ss/ fa il on  a  sca le  of 100/50/0 (see  rubric on  Moodle  for specific de ta ils). All other 
assignm ents will be  assigned a  pe rcentage  wh ich  will corre spond to  a  le tte r grade . The  
tota l num erica l score  will be  conve rted  to  a  grade  on  Yukon  University’s le tte r grading 
system . 

Ass ign m e n t  Pe rce n t  
Environm en ta l au tobiography  30% 

Ongoing weekly journa l 20% 

Environm en ta l critique   20% 

Fina l Pro ject  30% 

Tota l 100% 
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It  is  im p or t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  h u m a n it ie s  cou rse s  in vo lve  a  ce r t a in  a m ou n t  of 
su b je ct ive  e va lu a t ion . Th is  m a y b e  qu it e  d iffe r e n t  fo r  s t u d e n t s  u se d  t o  s t u d yin g in  
t h e  scie n ce s  w h e re  t h e r e  t e n d s t o  b e  a  “r igh t ” o r  “w ron g” a n sw e r  a n d  a  h igh e r  d e gre e  
o f ob je ct ivit y. In  t h is  cou rse  you  w ill p r im a r ily b e  gr a d e d  on  t h e  qu a lit y of you r  
t h ou gh t , you r  a b ilit y t o  com m u n ica t e  e ffe ct ive ly, a n d  you r  d e t a ile d  e n ga ge m e n t  
w it h  sp e cific cou r se  m a t e r ia l. As  in st ru ct o r , it  is  n o t  m y job  t o  t e ll you  w h a t  t o  t h in k . 
Th e re  is  ce r t a in ly n o  e xp e ct a t ion  t h a t  you  a gre e  w it h  m e  on  a n y t op ic t h a t  com e s  u p  
in  t h is  cou r se , a n d  you r  in d ividu a l p e r sp e ct ive s  w ill on ly b e  gr a d e d  in  a s  m u ch  a s  
t h e y a r e  h on e s t ly a n d  ca r e fu lly a rgu e d . Fu r t h e rm ore , it ’s  qu it e  like ly t h a t  m y ow n  
p e r sp e ct ive s  w ill a lso  sh ift  a n d  grow  a s  t h e  cou rse  con t in u e s  a n d  I le a rn  from  you . 
Th is  is  a  s ign  o f a  good  m u t u a l le a rn in g e n viron m e n t . Wh a t  m a t t e r s  m os t  is  t h a t  w e  
p ra ct ice  r e sp e ct fu l d iscu ssion , op e n  lis t e n in g a n d  civil d isa gre e m e n t ! 
 

COURSE WITHDRAWAL INFORMATION 

The last day to withdraw from this course is November 4th.  Please reach out if you have any 
concerns as this date approaches. 

TEXTBOOKS AND LEARNING MATERIALS 

The re  will be  no  textbook, a ll m ateria ls will be  ava ilab le  on  Moodle  and  will be  re leased  on  
weekly basis.  

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

Yu kon  Un ive rs it y Aca d e m ic St a n da rd s a n d  Re gu la t ion s 

Students are  expected  to  con tribute  toward  a  positive  and  supportive  environm en t and  are  
requ ired  to  conduct them se lves in  a  re sponsib le  m anne r. Academ ic m isconduct includes a ll 
form s of academ ic d ishonesty such  as cheating, p lagiarism , fabrica tion , fraud, dece it, u sing 
the  work of others without the ir perm ission , a id ing othe r students in  com m itting academ ic 
offences, m isrepre senting academ ic assignm ents prepared  by others as one’s own, or any 
o the r form s of academ ic d ishonesty including fa lsifica tion  of any in form ation  on  any Yukon  
University docum ent. 

Please  re fe r to  YukonU Academ ic Regu lations & Procedures for further de ta ils about 
academ ic standing and  studen t rights and  responsib ilitie s. 

Un ive r s it y of Alb e r t a  Aca d e m ic In t e gr it y a n d  Cod e  of St u d e n t  Be h a viou r  
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The  University of Alberta  is  com m itted  to  the  h ighest standards of academ ic in tegrity and  
honesty. Students are  expected  to  be  fam ilia r with  these  standards regard ing academ ic 
honesty and  to  uphold  the  policie s of the  Un ive rsity in  th is respect. Studen ts are  
particu la rly u rged  to  fam ilia rize  them se lves with  the  provisions of the  Code  of Student 
Behaviour (on line  at www.governance .ua lbe rta .ca) and  avoid  any behaviour wh ich  cou ld  
potentia lly re su lt in  suspicions of cheating, p lagiarism , m isrepre senta tion  of facts and/or 
participation  in  an  offence . Academ ic d ishonesty is a  se rious offence  and  can  re su lt in  
suspension  or expu lsion  from  the  Un ive rsity. 

All studen ts a t the  Un ive rsity of Albe rta  are  subject to  the  Code  of Student Behaviour, as 
outlined  at: 
h ttp :/ /www.gove rnance .ua lbe rta .ca /en /CodesofConductandResidenceCom m unityStandard
s/CodeofStuden tBehaviour.aspx  Please  fam ilia rize  yourse lf with  it and  ensure  that you  do  
not participate  in  any inappropriate  behavior as de fined  by the  Code . Key com ponents of 
the  code  include  the  fo llowing sta tem en ts. 

30.3.2(1) No Student sha ll subm it the  words, ideas, im ages or data  of another person  as 
the  Student’s own  in  any academ ic writing, e ssay, thesis, p ro ject, assignm en t, pre sen tation  
or poste r in  a  course  or program  of study. 

30.3.2(2) c. No Student sha ll repre sen t anothe r’s substantia l ed itoria l or com positiona l 
assistance  on  an  assignm ent as the  Studen t’s own work. 

RECORDING OF LECTURES, LABS, ETC. 

Audio  or video record ing, d igita l or otherwise , of lectures, labs, sem inars or any other 
teach ing environm ent by studen ts is  a llowed on ly with  the  prior written  consent of the  
in structor or as a  part of an  approved accom m odation  p lan . Studen t or instructor con ten t, 
d igita l or othe rwise , crea ted  and/or used  with in  the  context of the  course  is to  be  used  
so le ly for pe rsona l study, and  is not to  be  used  or d istributed  for any o ther pu rpose  
without prior written  consent from  the  content au thor(s). 

Our weekly Zoom  discussions will no t be  recorded  in  th is course . 

ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION 

Reasonable  accom m odations are  ava ilab le  for studen ts requ iring an  academ ic 
accom m odation  to  fu lly participate  in  th is class.  These  accom m odations a re  ava ilab le  
for students with  a  docum en ted  d isability, chron ic condition  or any o ther grounds 
specified  in  section  8.0 of the  Yukon  University Academ ic Regu lations (ava ilab le  on  the  
Yukon  University website ). It is  the  studen t’s responsib ility to  seek these  
accom m odations by con tacting the  Learn ing Assistance  Cen tre  (LAC): 
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Learn ingAssistanceCentre@yukonu.ca.   
 
Provis ion a l We e k ly Top ic Ou t lin e  (su b je ct  t o  a lt e ra t ion ) 
 
We e k  1           In troductions, hum an  tem pora lity & pe rspective  
 
We e k  2           Age  of Anthropocene   
 
We e k  3           Mass cu ltu re  & n ine teen th  century environm en ta l though t  
 
We e k  4           Indigene ity, co lon ia lism  & cu ltu res  
 
We e k  5 Northern  issues & Yukon  First Nations environm enta l knowledge   
 
We e k  6  An th ropocentrism , post-hum an ism , ecocentrism , transhum an ism  
 
We e k  7 Environm en ta l activism  past and  pre sent  
 
We e k  8            New perspectives, con troversies, deba tes & environm enta l popu lism  
 
We e k  9  Spiritua l ecology, politica l ecology, contem porary environm en ta l though t 
 
We e k  10 Geopolitics, nationa l security, ene rgy and the  environm en t  
 
We e k  11 Lite rary and  artistic re sponses to  clim ate  crisis  
 
We e k  12          Fina l Pro jects 
 
We e k  13  Fina l Pro jects  
 
We e k  14 Fina l Pro jects 
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