
 

 Sch o o l o f  Lib e r a l Ar t s  

 ENST 2 0 1  
                      En vir o n m e n t a l Et h ics  
 Win t e r  2 0 2 3  

 3  Cr e d it s  

 Course  Outline  
 

INSTRUCTOR Matthew Cam eron OFFICE HOURS By appoin tm ent 

OFFICE N/A CLASSROOM A2603 

E-MAIL m cam eron@yukonu.ca CLASS TIME 4:30-6:00pm  (Tues; Thurs) 

TELEPHONE 
(867)-668-8770 
(Adm in. Assistan t) 

CRN 20106 

Lib e ra l Ar t s  office : Ayam digut Cam pus A2501, libe ra la rts@yukonu.ca, 867-668-8770 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A survey of con tem porary issues in  environm enta l e th ics. Topics m ay include : an im al rights, the  in trinsic 
va lue  of nature , 'deep  ecology', ob liga tions to  fu ture  genera tions, conse rvation , ecofem in ism , 
environm enta l justice , econom ics and  ecology, clim ate  change , as we ll as re levan t background m ateria ls 
in  e th ica l theory. The  class will p rovide  students with  the  theore tica l foundation  requ ired  to  exam ine  
environm enta l problem s in  e th ica l te rm s. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS  

Second year standing in  the  School of Libe ra l Arts; ENGL 100 and ENGL 101 or COMM 100; COMM 192; 
COMM 193; COMM 204.  Please  check with  the  Chair of Libe ra l Arts if you  have  questions. 

EQUIVALENCY OR TRANSFERABILITY 
CAMO PHIL 204 (3) UBCV PHIL 2nd (3) 

SFU PHIL 1XX (3) UNBC ENVS 2XX (3) 

TRU PHIL 2XXX (3) UVIC PHIL 2XX (1.5) 

TWU PHIL 2XX (3) 

Students are  rem inded that it  is  a lways the  rece iving institu tion  that de te rm ines whe the r a  course  is 
acceptable  as an  applicable , equ iva lent course  or if it  m ay be  transferred  to  the ir program  for credit. Find  
fu rther in form ation  at: h ttps:/ /www.yukonu .ca /adm issions/transfer-credit  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES  

Upon successfu l com ple tion  of the  course , students will be  ab le  to : 

1. Iden tify and  critica lly eva lua te  various e th ica l fram eworks for unde rstanding environm enta l 
issues; 

2. Evalua te  con tem porary globa l and  northe rn  environm en ta l problem s from  an  e th ica l pe rspective ; 

3. Expla in  the ir own  e th ical orien tation  toward  environm en ta l issues; 

4. Dem onstrate  knowledge  of m ajor deba te s in  the  fie ld  of environm en ta l ph ilosophy; and 

5. Com m unicate  e ffective ly in  writing and  ora l presen tations abou t e th ical and  m ora l issues. 

COURSE FORMAT  
De live ry form a t  
The  course  will involve  a  m ixture  of lectures and  classroom  group d iscussions (both  in-person  and  on line ) 
on  pre -assigned m ateria l. Classes will be  structu red  as d iscussions/sem inars on  the  assigned m ateria l. 
Individua l and/or group activitie s m ay be  assigned  during class. In form ed participa tion  in  a ll d iscussions 
and  activities will be  im portant for student learn ing. 
 

Due  to  COVID-19, th is course  m ay need  to  adapt qu ickly to on line /rem ote  learn ing using a  varie ty of 
m ateria ls, activitie s, and  techn ica l so lu tions. Studen ts will need  to visit the  Moodle  course  site  and  
participate  in  on line  activitie s and  d iscussions as assigned and schedu led . Students will be  responsib le  
for com ple ting assigned readings, m ateria ls and  assignm en ts on  schedu le , and  participa ting in  on line  
group d iscussion  (via  Zoom  and Moodle ) as necessary. 
 

Workloa d  
Th is course  will involve  3 hours of in-class/on line  lectu re s and  classroom  discussions each  week. In  
addition  to  lecture s, it  is expected  that th is course  will requ ire  3-5 hours each  week of hom ework and  
additiona l reading.  Students are  expected  to have  read  the  assigned  m ateria ls in  advance  and  active ly 
participate  in  classroom  and on line  group d iscussions. It is  im portant to note  tha t the  tim e requ ired  for 
successfu l course  com ple tion  will vary by individua l. 

https://www.yukonu.ca/
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EVALUATION 
En ga ge m e n t  a n d  Pa r t icipa t ion  
Attendance  at classes is m andatory. Students are  expected  to  have  read  the  assigned  m ate ria ls in  
advance  and  active ly participate  in  classroom  and on line  group d iscussions. 

 
Assign m e n ts  
Students will be  assessed  on  the  basis of short written  assignm ents (3 in  tota l), one  policy subm ission  
(1000 words), one  e ssay (2000 words), one  fina l assignm ent, as we ll as active  participa tion  in  classroom  
and on line  group d iscussions (via  Zoom  and Moodle ). See  grading gu ide lines for additiona l in form ation  
about eva luation . 

NOTE: Late a ssignments will be pena lized by 5% per da y t o a  ma ximum of 7 da ys, a fter which they will not be 
accepted unless there is a  legitima te excuse approved by the instructor in advance of the deadline. 

Qu izze s  a n d  Te sts  
The re  are  no  schedu led  tests or qu izzes for th is course . 

Engagem ent and  Participa tion  10 % 
Assignm ents (x3) 30 % 

(10% each) 
Policy Subm ission  15 % 
Essay 25 % 
Fina l Assignm ent 20 % 
To t a l 100% 

TEXTBOOKS & LEARNING MATERIALS 
List Se lected  readings and  m ate ria ls (e .g., podcasts, videos) will be  m ade  ava ilab le  on line  (Moodle ). See  
Reading Schedu le  be low. 

COURSE WITHDRAWAL INFORMATION 
Students m ay officia lly withdraw from  a  course  or program  without academ ic pena lty up  until two-th irds 
of the  course  contact hours have  been  com ple ted. Specific withdrawal da te s vary, and  students shou ld  
becom e  fam ilia r with  the  withdrawal da te s of the ir program . See  withdrawal in form ation  a t 
www.yukonu.ca/adm issions/m oney-m atte rs 

Re fer to  the  YukonU website  for im portan t dates: www.yukonu.ca/adm issions/im portan t-dates  

Re funds m ay be  ava ilab le . See  the  Re fund policy and  procedures at www.yukonu .ca /adm issions/m oney-
m atte rs 

https://www.yukonu.ca/


Yu ko n  Un ive r s it y Win t e r , 2 0 2 3  ENST 2 0 1  

www.yukonu.ca  4 
 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  
Students are  expected  to  con tribute  toward  a  positive  and  supportive  environm en t and  are  requ ired  to  
conduct them se lves in  a  responsib le  m anner. Academ ic m isconduct includes a ll form s of academ ic 
d ishonesty such  as chea ting, p lagia rism , fabrica tion , fraud , dece it, u sing the  work of others withou t the ir 
pe rm ission , a id ing o ther studen ts in  com m itting academ ic offences, m isrepresenting academ ic 
assignm ents prepared  by o thers as one ’s own , or any o the r form s of academ ic d ishonesty including 
fa lsifica tion  of any in form ation  on  any Yukon  University docum ent. 

Please  re fe r to  Academ ic Regu la tions & Procedures (updated  b i-annually) for further de ta ils about 
academ ic standing, and student righ ts and  re sponsib ilitie s: www.yukonu .ca /policie s/academ ic-
regu la tions 

ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION 
Reasonable  accom m odations are  ava ilab le  for studen ts requ iring an  academ ic accom m odation  to  fu lly 
participate  in  th is class. These  accom m odations a re  ava ilab le  for studen ts with  a  docum en ted  d isability, 
chron ic condition  or any o the r grounds specified  in  section  8.0 of the  Yukon  University Academ ic 
Regu lations (ava ilab le  on  the  Yukon  University website  a t www.yukonu.ca /policie s/academ ic-regu lations  

It is the  student’s re sponsib ility to  seek these  accom m odations by contacting the  Learn ing Assistance  
Centre  (LAC): Learn ingAssistanceCentre@yukonu .ca . 

COURSE AND READING SCHEDULE 
Not e : The schedule is subject to revision. All readings a re ava ilable on Moodle. 

Date /Week Topics/Assignm ents Readings and  othe r in fo 

Jan . 5-8/Week 1 In troduction  to  Environm enta l Eth ics 

• David  Suzuki and  Holy 
Dresse l, “Bigfoot” 

• Andrew Kernohan, 
“In troduction  to  
Environm en ta l Eth ics”; 
“Metae th ics” 

Jan . 9-15/Week 2 
Eth ica l Theory: Eth ica l Egoism  & 
Consequentia lism  

• Andrew Kernohan, “Eth ica l 
Egoism ”; “Utilita rian ism ” 

Jan . 16-22/Week 3 
Eth ica l Theory: Virtue  Eth ics, Righ ts & 
Justice  

• Andrew Kernohan, “Virtue  
Eth ics”; “Rights”; “Justice” 

Jan . 22 Written  Assignm ent # 1 
Due: Sunday, January 22 (via  
Moodle ) 

Jan . 23-39/Week 4 
Environm en ta l Eth ics: Roots of 
the  Ecologica l Crisis 

• Lynn  White  Jr., “The  
Historica l Roots of Our 
Ecologica l Crisis” 

• Clive  Pon ting, “Ways of 
Thought” 

https://www.yukonu.ca/
mailto:LearningAssistanceCentre@yukonu.ca
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Jan . 30-Feb.5/Week 5 
Environm en ta l Eth ics: Roots of 
the  Ecologica l Crisis 

• Aldo Leopold , “Th inking 
Like  A Mounta in”; “The  
Land Eth ic” 

Feb  6-12/Week 6 
Environm en ta l Eth ics: Roots of 
the  Ecologica l Crisis 

• Garre tt Hardin , “The  
Tragedy of the  Com m ons” 

Feb. 12 Written  Assignm ent # 2 
Due: Sunday, February 12 (via  
Moodle ) 

Feb. 13-19/Week 7 
Environm en ta l Eth ics: Pre serving 
Wilde rness Areas 

• Martin  Kre iger, “What’s 
Wrong with  Plastic Trees?” 

• Eric Katz, “The  Call of the  
Wild” 

• Andrew Light, “Ecologica l 
Restoration  and  the  
Cu lture  of Nature” 

• William  Denevan, “The  
Pristine  Myth” 

Feb. 20-26/Week 8 Reading Week  

Feb. 27 Essay 
Due: Monday, February 27 (via  
Moodle ) 

Feb. 27-Mar.5/Week 9 
Environm en ta l Eth ics: Moving Beyond 
Anthropocentrism  

• Pe te r Singer, “All An im als 
Are  Equal” 

• Christopher Stone , “Shou ld  
Trees Have  Standing?” 

Mar. 6-12/Week 10 
Environm en ta l Eth ics: Moving Beyond 
Anthropocentrism  

• Mark Sagoff, “Anim al 
Libe ration  and  
Environm en ta l Eth ics: Bad 
Marriage , Qu ick Divorce” 

• Andrew Kernohan, “Deep 
Ecology” 

Mar.13-19/Week 11 
Environm en ta l Eth ics: Popu lation  and  
Consum ption  

• Ronald  Sandler, “Global 
Justice : Popu la tion , Pove rty 
and  the  Environm ent” 

Mar. 19 Written  Assignm ent # 3 
Due: Sunday, March  19 (via  
Moodle ) 

Mar. 20-26/Week 12 
Environm en ta l Eth ics: Ecology and 
Econom ics 

• Andrew Kernohan, “Eth ics 
and  Econom ics”; “Free-
Marke t Environm en ta lism ” 

• David  Suzuki and  Holly 
Dresse l, “Follow the  
Money” 

Mar.27-Apr. 2/Week 13 Environm en ta l Eth ics: Clim ate  Change  
• Stephen  Gardine r, “Eth ics 

and  Global Clim ate  

https://www.yukonu.ca/
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If you have any questions, concerns or feedback about the course, plea se contact me a t mcameron@yukonu.ca   

Change” (excerp t); “A 
Pe rfect Mora l Storm ” 

• Andrew Kernohan, 
“Precautionary Princip les” 

Apr. 3 Policy Subm ission  
Due: Monday, Apr 3 (via  
Moodle ) 

Apr. 3-9/Week 14 Environm en ta l Eth ics: Clim ate  Change  

• UNESCO Report, “The  
Eth ica l Im plica tions of 
Global Clim ate  Change” 

• Naom i Kle in , “Capita lism  
vs. The  Clim ate” 

Apr. 10-16/Week 15 Review (if requ ired)  

Apr. 18/Week 16 Fina l Assignm ent Due: Tuesday, April 18 

https://www.yukonu.ca/
mailto:mcameron@yukonu.ca
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