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Liberal Arts office: Ayamdigut Campus A2501, liberalarts@yukonu.ca, 867-668-8770 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This course introduces students to critical reading, critical thinking, and academic writing through 
the study and application of the principles of university-level discourse. English 100 focuses on 
expository writing. Students examine methods for discovering and arranging ideas and consider ways 
in which audience determines style. 

This course will also include an integrated “virtual exchange” component in conjunction with an 
English Communications course at ITESO, Universidad Jesuita in Guadalajara, Mexico. More 
details on the Moodle page! 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS  
 

ENGL 090 (min. B) OR ENGL 060 (min. B+) OR English 12 (min. 65%) OR LPI (min. Level 4, with 
24/40 on Sentence Structure, English Usage and Reading Comprehension) 
 

EQUIVALENCY OR TRANSFERABILITY 
 

Find course transfer at https://www.bctransferguide.ca/] 

Students are reminded that it is always the receiving institution that determines whether a course 
is acceptable as an applicable, equivalent course or if it may be transferred to their program for 
credit. Find further information at: https://www.yukonu.ca/admissions/transfer-credit  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES  
Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

With conscientious effort, upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to 
perform university-level critical analysis of texts by identifying, evaluating, and debating authors’ 
controlling and supporting ideas, dominant rhetorical patterns, tone, context, and features of style. 
In addition: 

 

• understand and apply a university-level writing process involving pre-writing, planning, 
drafting, conferring, revising, editing, and proofreading  

• develop and defend a thesis, using appropriate language, rhetorical patterns, and evidence  
• write in a prose style appropriate to the genre of the academic essay 
• analyze, synthesize, interpret, and evaluate source material  
• apply APA-style documentation and formatting to a document  

 

COURSE FORMAT  
Delivery format 
This course is delivered online without set meeting times (asynchronous delivery). You will need to 
visit the course Moodle site and participate in online activities and discussions as assigned and scheduled. 
Students should schedule regular visits throughout the week and work through materials and 
assignments. 

There are no in-person meetings scheduled for this course and you will work on your own schedule. 
While there may be no set meetings times, video- or audio-conferencing may be used for office 
hours tutorials, teaching sessions, seminars and class meetings. The class will proceed on a 
timetable with set assignments and due dates. This is not a self-paced course. 

 
Weekly expectations   
For approximately the first half of term there will be a series of short weekly writing tasks to 
complete. These should take no more than about 2 hours of reading and writing. The rest of the 
course will be delivered using a combination of video, podcast and online discussion forum. From 
about Week 8 onwards all assignments will scaffold towards the goal of completing a longer final 
scholarly paper.  

 

 

EVALUATION 
Assignments and tests 

https://www.yukonu.ca/
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The written assignments for this course consist of a short reflective essay, one program-specific writing 
investigation in which you will explore genres and styles of writing in your chosen field, and a longer final 
research paper (10 - 12 total pages) with stages handed in at different points in the writing process. There 
will also be a series of 5 shorter writing tasks which will cover different genres of academic writing and 
critical thinking skills. There will be a mid-term exam as well as a final exam during the exam period. (see 
Moodle for assignment specifics).  

A Note on Grading for this Course:  
 
This course operates on the premise that the more we write, and the more feedback we get on our writing, 
the better our writing becomes.  
 

As well as your main assignments which will be graded fully according to the rubric at the end of this outline, 
there will be five shorter writing tasks throughout the term, comprising 25% of your final grade (5% each). 
These tasks will take the form of online postings between 350-850 words. These tasks, as well as your ‘writing 
what matters’ essay, references, outline and thesis, will be graded simply out of 100 on the following basis:  
 
0 - inadequate, plagiarized or missed assignment.  

50 - bare minimum pass.  
 
75- solidly meets requirements  
 
100 - exceptionally good response  

 
Whilst your longer writing assignments will be graded fully according to the rubric at the end of this outline, 
the philosophy behind these short online writing tasks is to simply keep us writing in a short, structured, and 
frequent way. You might receive quick feedback on these mini-tasks, but the most detailed writing feedback 
will be reserved for your longer written assignments. This approach follows the ‘pyramid of writing priorities’:  

 

 

 

 

https://www.yukonu.ca/
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Loosely, your online writing tasks can be seen as ‘provisional’, your shorter assignments as ‘readable’, 
and your final research paper should be ‘polished’.  

EVALUATION 

Full Assignments 

“Writing What Matters” (introductory essay)              5% 

Online audio discussions                                            5% 

 

Final Research Essay:   

Annotated References Page                                         5% 

Thesis & Outline                                                          5% 

Final Version (1800-2500 words / 10-12 pages)           30% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

50% 

 

 

 

5 Short Online Writing Tasks -5% each (see grading above) 25% 

Midterm 10% 

Final Exam 15% 

Total 100% 

 

https://www.yukonu.ca/
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*Note on Submitting Assignments and Late Assignments 

Assignments are due by 11pm on the due date and are to be uploaded to 
our Moodle course site. Be certain to click the submit button and accept 
the submission statement. After 11pm on the due date, the assignments 
will not be accepted.  

TEXTBOOKS & LEARNING MATERIALS 
There is no textbook for this course. All materials will be posted to the course site or recommended in 
communications during the course. 

COURSE WITHDRAWAL INFORMATION 
Students may officially withdraw from a course or program without academic penalty up until two-thirds 
of the course contact hours have been completed. Specific withdrawal dates vary, and students should 
become familiar with the withdrawal dates of their program. See withdrawal information at 
www.yukonu.ca/admissions/money-matters 

Refer to the YukonU website for important dates: www.yukonu.ca/admissions/important-dates  

Refunds may be available. See the Refund policy and procedures at www.yukonu.ca/admissions/money-
matters 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  
Students are expected to contribute toward a positive and supportive environment and are required to 
conduct themselves in a responsible manner. Academic misconduct includes all forms of academic 
dishonesty such as cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, fraud, deceit, using the work of others without their 
permission, aiding other students in committing academic offences, misrepresenting academic 
assignments prepared by others as one’s own, or any other forms of academic dishonesty including 
falsification of any information on any Yukon University document. 

Please refer to Academic Regulations & Procedures (updated bi-annually) for further details about 
academic standing, and student rights and responsibilities: www.yukonu.ca/policies/academic-
regulations 

ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION 
Reasonable accommodations are available for students requiring an academic accommodation to fully 
participate in this class. These accommodations are available for students with a documented disability, 
chronic condition or any other grounds specified in section 8.0 of the Yukon University Academic 
Regulations (available on the Yukon University website at www.yukonu.ca/policies/academic-regulations  

https://www.yukonu.ca/
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It is the student’s responsibility to seek these accommodations by contacting the Learning Assistance 
Centre (LAC): LearningAssistanceCentre@yukonu.ca. 

TOPIC OUTLINE 
 
Schedule of Weekly topics for English 100 online 
 
*Specific readings and instructional handouts will be released on Moodle on a weekly 
basis* 
 
Week 1: On Language…  
Course Description, Goals, Texts, Assignments & Course Format   

 
Readings for your first online audio discussion, due 11pm Sunday 
 
Writing Task #1 (a Moodle discussion). To be completed by 11pm Sunday  
 
Week 2: On thinking…         
Languages, Cultures & Writing Where We’re From 

• How Language Shapes the Way we Think  
• Anatomy of a research paper 
• Early brainstorming for individual research questions  

 
Readings for online audio discussion, due 11pm Sunday 
 
Writing task #2: (Position paper) To be completed by 11pm Sunday  
 
Week 3 
(Assignment due: “Writing what Matters” Submit on Moodle by 11pm Sunday) 
 
Engaging with Other People’s Ideas, Integrating Outside Material, Types of Source 

• In-class Source-Sorting Exercise 
• Introduction to citation styles 
• Library Databases and Academic Sources 
• Thinking critically about sources: Human, oral, elder, experiential, ethnographic 

 
 
Readings for online audio discussion, due 11pm Sunday 
 
Writing task #3: (Sculpting research questions) due 11pm Sunday  

https://www.yukonu.ca/
mailto:LearningAssistanceCentre@yukonu.ca
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Week 4 
Constructing Academic Arguments, Ways to Respond   

• Writing a Critical Summary  
• The Thesis Statement – template writing exercise  
• Ongoing Essay planning  

 
Readings for online audio discussion, due 11pm Sunday 
 
No writing task  
 
Week 5 
Styles of Academic Argument, Approaches to Research, Ways of Knowing 

• Inductive & Deductive methods  
• Indigenous Methodologies  
• Northern focused Research  
• Summarizing, Paraphrasing and Quoting 
• Prewriting exercises - entering the conversation  

 
Readings for online audio discussion, due 11pm Sunday 
 
Writing task #4: (Self-reflexive writing) due 11pm Sunday  
 
Week 6  
Mastering Narrative technique   

• Quoting and handling outside sources  
• Body paragraphs, controlling and supporting ideas  
• Entering the conversation: more writing templates  
• Reading complex academic texts  

 
 
Final writing task #5: The critical summary essay, due 11pm Sunday  
  
 
Week 7   
Research ethics: doing things in a good way 

• Introduction to ethical considerations  
• Stigma and research 
• Research with Indigenous communities  

 

https://www.yukonu.ca/
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(ONLINE MIDTERM: ETHICS MODULE: TO BE COMPLETED BY 11PM, SUNDAY) 
                                                                        
Week 8     
Narrative, Rhetoric, writing craft and the art of the argument  

• Rhetorical analysis  
• Considering your audience  
• The rhetorical triangle  

 
Readings for online audio discussion, due 11pm Sunday 
 
Week 9  
(Assignment Due: “Annotated References”: Submit by 11pm Sunday) 
 
The Great Grammar Review – common mistakes we make and how to fix them.     
 
Week 10  
(Assignment Due: Thesis and Outline: Submit by 11pm Sunday)   
Logic and Reasoning  

• Citations and Plagiarism review  
• Logical Fallacies  
• Spotting common errors in reasoning  

  
Week 11    
Revisiting your Introduction and Writing a Conclusion 

• References review, in-text Citations, APA Formatting 
• Writing the abstract and crafting a title 

 
Week 13     
Cognitive bias and heuristics   

• Introduction to cognitive biases  
• Heuristic traps  

 
 
Week 14: EXAM WEEK    
 
RESEARCH ESSAY DUE  
 
FINAL REVIEW / EXAM ON MOODLE  
 

 

https://www.yukonu.ca/
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Grading Rubric for English courses 
 

https://www.yukonu.ca/
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